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I feel it is time to get some fresh input into editing ECLIPSE, and so I will be
standing down as Editor at the AGM. If anyone is interested in taking on this
position from May, or preferably sooner, please let me know.

CONTENTS
SEKAS Meetings Programme & Notices ............................................................................................................................. 2
Astrophotography, Observations, and Articles ................................................................................................................. 6
Directions to Meeting Venues etc ................................................................................................................................... 14
Committee & ECLIPSE Submission Details ...................................................................................................................... 15

2017/18 Committee Posts
FOUNDER & HON. PRESIDENT

Paul Andrew

president@sekas.co.uk

CHAIRMAN

Ben Harding

chairman@sekas.co.uk

SECRETARY

Joan Crossland-Page

secretary@sekas.co.uk

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

Alan Woodgett

membership@sekas.co.uk

PROGRAMME SECRETARY

John Male

program@sekas.co.uk

TREASURER

Alan Woodgett

treasurer2@sekas.co.uk

PUBLICITY OFFICER

Andy Wiseman

publicity@sekas.co.uk

EDITOR

Paul Andrew

editor@sekas.co.uk

WEB & TECHNOLOGY TEAM

Lee Phillips

webandtech@sekas.co.uk

Adam Leach

webandtech@sekas.co.uk

Greg Esson

observatory@sekas.co.uk

OBSERVATORY DIRECTOR

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS
Membership fees now overdue. Please renew urgently.
It was agreed at our AGM in May that the membership fees be increased commencing the
1st September 2017. The new rates will now be…..
Family…….. £25:00

Full…….……£20:00

Senior………£15:00

Junior………£5:00

Please be aware that all members who have Standing Orders set up will have to notify
their banks and change the amounts to whichever of the above rates are applicable.

SEKAS Meetings & Notices
Important: Please always check this meetings list for the most up-to-date
information and on any changes to dates, extra meetings etc.

This Month’s Meetings
Fri 3rd Nov: Public observing at Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys, Canterbury.
Sat 11th Nov: Norman Walker with a Q&A session. This is your chance to ask all those
astronomical questions you have always wanted to know. Alkham Village Hall.

Fri 17th Nov: Paddock Observatory Meeting.
Sat 25th Nov: Trip to the Royal Observatory Greenwich, Blackheath Ave.,
SE10 8XJ. 10.00 -18.00. Come and join us for a cup of tea or coffee. See the
planetarium show, walk around the grounds, and see some absolutely fabulous
astro images from the Astronomy Photographer of the Year exhibition, which
includes an image from our very own Paul Andrew. Please meet near the entrance
to the exhibition at 10am.

All SEKAS meetings start at 7:30pm unless where stated.
*See the last page for directions to meeting venues

BAA SKY NOTES
This link from the BAA describes what to look out for in the night sky and includes a guide to the
main constellations that are visible, notes about the planets, and upcoming occultations:

https://britastro.org/skynotes

The current password to the Members Only section of
our website, www.sekas.co.uk, is: taurus2017

SEKAS Programme 2017
All SEKAS meetings start at 7:30pm unless where stated.
Fri 1st Dec: Public observing at Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys, Canterbury.
Sat 9th Dec: Christmas Buffet and Annual Competition. Alkham Village Hall.
Fri 15th Dec: Paddock Observatory Meeting.
Fri 12th Jan: Public observing at Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys, Canterbury.
Sat 13th Jan: Melanie Davies on Molecular Clouds. Alkham Village Hall.
Fri 19th Jan: Paddock Observatory Meeting.
Fri 2nd Feb: Public observing at Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys, Canterbury.
Sat 10th Feb: Peter Bull on TBA. Alkham Village Hall.
Fri 16th Feb: Paddock Observatory Meeting.
Fri 2nd Mar: Public observing at Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys, Canterbury.
Sat 10th Mar: Peter Campbell-Burns & Richard Kacerek on Meteors. Alkham Village Hall.
Fri 16th Mar: Paddock Observatory Meeting.
Sat 14th Apr: Guy Hurst on the Herschel Family. Alkham Village Hall.
Fri 20th Apr: Paddock Observatory Meeting.
Sat 12th May: SEKAS AGM
Fri 18th May: Paddock Observatory Meeting.
Fri 15th Jun: Paddock Observatory Meeting.
Fri 20th Jul: Paddock Observatory Meeting.
Main monthly meeting at Alkham Village Hall from 7.30pm.

2017 KENT PHYSICS CENTRE AUTUMN PROGRAMME
All meetings will be held on Tuesday evenings at 7.30 pm in RUTHERFORD LECTURE 1.
Further information can be obtained from Dr C. Isenberg, Tel. 01227 823768
Email: C.Isenberg@kent.ac.uk
The lectures are sponsored by the Institute of Physics.

Tuesday 7 November
FROM THE BIG BANG TO HOMER’S LAST THEOREM
Dr Simon Singh, Author and TV Personality
Science writer Simon Singh will take us on a whistle-stop tour through the bestselling books that he
has written over the last two decades. Fermat’s Last Theorem looks at one of the biggest
mathematical puzzles of the millennium. The Code Book shares the secrets of cryptology; Big Bang
explores the history of cosmology; Trick or Treatment asks some hard questions about the alternative
medicine; and Simon’s latest book, (The Simpsons and Their Mathematical Secrets ) enters the world
of the world’s most popular TV show.
Tuesday 28 November
ASTROBIOLOGY: EXPLORING THE ORIGINS OF LIFE
Professor Nigel Mason, The Open University
How did life begin on Earth? Could life exist or have existed on other planets and moons in our solar
system ? Is our solar system unique? Are there many habitable systems in the universe ? These are
the questions that the new science of Astrobiology aims to explore. This talk will describe how this
field is developing and discuss some of the exciting results that are emerging.

Tuesday 5

December
SPACECRAFT I HAVE KNOWN AND LOVED
Professor John Zarnecki, The Open University,
President of the Royal Astronomical Society

During a 35 year career in Space research, I have been fortunate to have been involved in some
iconic missions of space research. These have ranged from sounding rockets, which give a few
minutes only above the Earth’s atmosphere through to the Earth’s orbiting Hubble Space telescope,
and missions of exploration such as Giotto to Comet Halley and Cassini –Huygens to the Saturnian
system. I shall give a scientific and personal account of these and other space missions.

Tuesday 12

December

RUTHERFORD AND ROSETTA ---- TWO EXPLORERS OF THE UNKNOWN
Professor John F. J. Todd, School of Physical Sciences , University of Kent
It is hard to imagine what our level of scientific understanding of the modern world would be like
without Rutherford’s pioneering discoveries that, in the course of radioactive decay, elements are
transformed into different chemical species and that this phenomenon can be explained by the
existence of the ‘nuclear’ atom. At the time these concepts were so original and ‘outside the box’
that Rutherford and his select band of collaborators were taking the first tentative steps in exploring
what was then completely unknown and unchartered territory. An analogy is, perhaps, the recent
Rosetta mission to characterize a comet, where the numerous international investigating teams were
faced with the totally unexpected observations which only became apparent as this grand-scale
experiment progressed.
Starting with an account of his early life and career progression, this talk will look at Rutherford’s
principal achievements as set against the background of relevant scientific knowledge of the time. A
brief survey will then be given of certain aspects of the Rosetta mission (in which the speaker played
a relatively minor role) as a means of comparing and contrasting various features of these two rather
different examples of scientific exploration.

This hedgerow prominence has been visible for a couple of days (20th & 21st Oct) as it
rotated over the eastern limb and onto the disc. I managed to capture this image on the
morning of 21st between clouds and showers. A difficult capture as the telescope was
being battered by gale force winds and poor seeing conditions because of Storm Brian
hitting our area. The resulting image is not one of my best (not particularly sharp), but at
least I managed to image something! Lunt LS152, PGR Flea3, with a TeleVue x2.5
Powermate.
Paul Andrew

Image taken from Canyonlands N P, USA. 7 x 2min 22nd August 17. Tommy Norton

For two days Saharan dust and smoke from the wildfires in Iberia, brought
over by the Ophelia, caused the Sun to appear red.
Emma Parfitt

The dust even produced a red crescent moon!

Ashley Fuggle.

M33, Triangulum galaxy. Skywatcher 80ED & ASI1600 camera. 180 sec guided exposures, 21 x L,
9 each of R, G, B. 21 dark frames & bias frames. 21 flats for each filter.
Steve Robertson

Sketch of Comet C/2017 O1 ASASSN
Observer’s name:
Comet:

Alan Snook

C/2017 O1 ASASSN

Date/time:

2017 October 22

Observing location:

22.45 UT

Dover, England

Instrument / eyepiece / magnification / field:
0.5m f4.1 Dobsonian-mounted Newtonian
8mm Ethos x260

field 23 mins

Comet sky location:
Vicinity of Beta Camelopardalis
4h 49.4m +60º 02.5’
Co-ordinates estimated using Megastar.
Sky & Star steadiness

Sky transparency

Boiling (circle one) steady

Un-aided zenith

5

4

3

②

1

magnitude limit

6.0

Comet description ( magnitude, coma size, condensation, tail(s), colour, shape, texture, motion ):
th

First seen on Oct 14. I estimate it has brightened to 11 magnitude. The coma can be traced out
to a diameter of about 2 minutes. It remains very weakly condensed, say 2 or 3 on the standard
DC scale. Still no sign of a nucleus. The straight tail is about 5 or 6 arc minutes long and has
become more obvious. It is now immediately noticeable. The tail’s PA is 270°. The comet’s
observed motion is slow, heading N. No structure, probably too faint to reveal any colour.
Observing notes ( difficulty, observing partners, interesting objects in field, general comments ):

Monthly SkyWise
By Alan Snook

Here is the follow-up to my SkyWise session at the October meeting. Stuff happening between the meeting and this
publication has been left out.
I can’t make the November meeting. Paul T. has kindly offered to do the sky notes.

Winter draws on!
The celestial clockwork keeps turning inexorably. Here’s the sky during late evenings. The Summer Triangle is
sinking low in the west. The Plough is low in the north. Cetus, Aquarius and Capricorn have replaced Scorpio and
Sagittarius in the south. Orion is now clearing the eastern horizon and by the early hours you can see it high in the
south.

Comet: C/2017 O1 ASAS-SN
I found it on October 14 and saw it again on October 22. Check out my observation elsewhere in this Eclipse. It is
heading north through Camelopardalis, for the vicinity of Polaris, the Pole Star. ASASSN is now circumpolar, so
visible all night. I have used Megastar to calculate these nightly positions for it over the next few weeks.

Find the Apollo17 landing site.
th

Celebrate the 45 anniversary of the last Moon landing on 19 December 1972 by finding the spot that Apollo 17
touched down. Here’s a map of the six landing sites.

The Apollo 17 landing site is best seen about 6 days after New Moon. The dates of New Moon over the rest of
2017 are November 18 and December 18. To pinpoint Apollo 17, find the two similar sized craters Littrow and
Vitruvius. Then find the crater Fabroni. It is about the same size as the patch of mare which was the landing site in
amongst the Taurus Mountains.

A challenge for the imagers
In January 2005 a new heavenly body was discovered.

The discoverers christened it Xena. But the stuffy IAU didn’t approve and it was officially assigned the name Eris.

th

Eris came to opposition Monday, October 16

It is well placed in Cetus at RA 1h 43’ 20” Dec 02°28’
Being a trans-Neptunian object it’s a long way out - distance from Earth is 95 AU.
Now here’s the challenge – it’s magnitude 18.6.
I know the imagers can get down to mag. 19 or 20. Who’s going to get two images showing Eris’ orbital movement over a few
days?

Meteor showers coming up
Taurids

Nov 5-12

ZHR 10

Slow, can produce fireballs

Leonids

Nov 17 20hr.

ZHR 20?

Very fast, persistent trains

For when it’s cloudy - http://astrobites.org
This is a blog where current astronomy postgraduate students post undergraduate-friendly summaries of recent
scientific papers. You will find all sorts of topics here – Epsilon Aurigae, aliens and the Fermi Paradox, dark matter
etc.

SEKAS Facebook Groups
If you belong to Facebook please join our pages to keep fully up-to-date with
events, observations etc:
Search for
Or use this link

SEKAS (South East Kent AS) Members Only
www.facebook.com/groups/sekasmembersonly/

Search for
Or use this link

South East Kent AS Outreach
www.facebook.com/groups/SEKAS/

SEKAS MEETINGS PROGRAMME
All SEKAS meetings start at 19:30 unless where stated.
There is always an informal "Bring & Buy" and raffle at all our main meetings at
Alkham Village Hall
Main SEKAS Meetings are held at Alkham Village Hall,
usually on the SECOND SATURDAY of the month.
Regular monthly meetings at the Paddock/Observatory
are held on the THIRD FRIDAY of each month all year round.
Oct – Mar irregular visits to members observatories, usually mid-week.
Any Time (only by pre-arrangement), observing meetings at the Paddock.
(These meetings will normally start at dusk and last until the last person leaves.)

Public Observing Meetings (Outreach)
First Friday of the month: OCTOBER to MARCH
Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys, Canterbury.
Can members please bring their telescopes along?

DIRECTIONS

Directions to Meeting Venues
Main Monthly Meetings:

Alkham Village Hall, Hogbrook Hill Lane, Alkham,

CT15 7BU. Sept to May, 7.30-10pm.
The Village Hall is just off the Alkham Valley Rd: There is a turning (Hogbrook Hill Lane) down to
the hall by the side of the Alkham cricket green (nearly opposite the restaurant Marquis).

The Paddock/Observatory:

Bramling Road, Bekesbourne, Canterbury,

CT4 5HD. This is the location of our observatory and dark sky site. Monthly Meetings held all
year round – Third Fridays. Meetings during the winter season will start at 7pm with the summer
months at 8pm.
A2 from Dover: Take the Kingston slip road, at the bottom of the slip road turn right to Howletts,
200m down the road turn right under the A2 Bridge. Go up the hill and pass the Highland Court
Farm, continue up until you come to a cross road turn left to Patrixbourne. Keep going keeping to
the right, at the top of the hill you are there. The site is to your right.
A2 from Faversham: Go past Canterbury & Bridge turn off then take the slip road to Barham at
the bottom turn left. Go up the hill and pass the Highland Court Farm, continue up until you come
to a cross road turn left to Patrixbourne. Keep going keeping to the right, at the top of the hill you
are there. The site is to your right.

OUTREACH
Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys:

Langton Lane, Nackington Road,
Canterbury, CT4 7AS - Monthly Stargazing – First Fridays, Oct-March, 7.30-10pm.
From the South take the Canterbury exit off the A2, follow this up to the roundabout by the park
and ride (by the Old Gate Inn), take the left fork down the Old Dover road.
Follow this road to a set of traffic lights at the B2068 Nackington road and turn left (signposted
Hythe) after ½ mile there is a turning to the right to Simon Langton School (Langton Lane).
From Canterbury take either the Old or New Dover roads and follow the signs for Hythe to bring
you to Nackington road. When you get to the School, follow the road round to the playground at
the rear where you will see the Star Centre and the Observatory.

SEKAS cannot guarantee that all pictures and contributions will be published in ECLIPSE, and we reserve
the right to edit your comments, text and images.
Any opinions expressed in this publication are those of the contributor and not those of the Committee or
SEKAS policy.

